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Statutory requirements  

 preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action  

 discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination  

 recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative 

poetry]  

 understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:  

 checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 

explaining the meaning of words in context  

 asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  

 drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 

from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

 predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

 identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising 

these  

 identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

 retrieve and record information from non-fiction  

 participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they 

can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say.  

  

Notes and guidance (non-statutory)  

The focus should continue to be on pupils’ comprehension as a primary element in 

reading. The knowledge and skills that pupils need in order to comprehend are very 

similar at different ages. This is why the programmes of study for comprehension in 

years 3 and 4 and years 5 and 6 are similar: the complexity of the writing increases the 

level of challenge.  

Pupils should be taught to recognise themes in what they read, such as the triumph of 

good over evil or the use of magical devices in fairy stories and folk tales.  

They should also learn the conventions of different types of writing (for example, the 

greeting in letters, a diary written in the first person or the use of presentational devices 

such as numbering and headings in instructions).  

Pupils should be taught to use the skills they have learnt earlier and continue to apply 

these skills to read for different reasons, including for pleasure, or to find out information 

and the meaning of new words.  

Commented [p40]: The Spooky Hill resource paves 
the way for School Radio being used to meet this KS2 
statutory requirement. 
 

Commented [p41]: Use the Bounty Island Books 
resource kit to develop literature reviews on School 
Radio. 
 

Commented [p42]: The Book Review show resource 
will help you to develop a regular book review program 
on your School Radio station. This will encourage 
students to not only read and understand the work 
being reviewed but also demonstrate this understanding 
via synopsis and discussion. 
 


